ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE NORWEGIAN-KOREAN 
FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION 2018.
The period from the General Assembly 21. September 2017 to the General Assembly 
18.  September 2018
There are close to 600 members in the Association by September 2018.
There were about 300 members when the Association was started in 2009.
BOARD MEETINGS.  
There have been 5 Board meetings. 
Topics have been: planning for various meetings for the members; the meeting 29. November with Senior researcher Sverre Lodgaard,  planning of the social event 10. February 2018, plans for the food-making class, plans for the General Assembly 2018, and other events. Important topics always are the preliminary plans for the coming seasons.

ACTIVITIES
1. 21. September 2017. General Assembly.
The General Assembly took place in Filmkafeen with about 30 people present. The first part of the meeting was an interesting lecture and performance by Marianne Frisvold on her Master Project “The Moment of Truth”. She gave us a warm and touching lecture on her visit to Ae Rae Won in Seoul, where she met two mothers who had given their child away for adoption. 
After a coffee break, there was the formal General Assembly with annual report and elections. Elections: Marita Nordbø, Egil Aksnes and Jennie Steidel were re-elected for two years
(Lucie Paus Falck, Didrik Bakke Dukefoss and Karina Castberg were elected for 2 years in 2016.) 

The Embassy representatives to the board is councellor Hong and Miss Jeong.
2. 29. November 2017 membership-meeting about The Situation on the Korean Peninsula.
Senior Researcher Sverre Lodgaard gave us a very important lecture, and answered many questions.

Gunnar Skjolden from Escape Travel informed about his travel to North Korea.

The Korean Embassy generously provided Korean food to the attendees at the meeting.
There were about 90 people present at this very interesting meeting.

3. Saturday 10. February 2018 “Social event” in Filmkafeen.
There were about 110 people attending this very tasty and successful social event with Korean food catered from TinTin restaurant. The Embassy generously supported the event economically, and the attendees payed a rather small fee. Several guests from the Korean Embassy spent the evening with us. 
4. Thursday 31. May “Taste of Korea”, food-making class
Venue: Filmkafeen, with 16 participants. Petter Mæhlum was an inspired instructor, and helpers were Karina Castberg, Jennie Steidel and Egil Aksnes. The new Korean Ambassador Nam and Administrative Officer Jeong were present and joined the group for the very tasteful meal that was prepared. 
5. Thursday 30. August, an “extra” food-making class.
There were many people on the waiting list which made us decide on one more cooking-class. Practical arrangements the same as 31. May. 16 participants.
6. Further information 
We invited to an excursion to Lillehammer 17. March to see the Korean exhibition at the OL-museum. Unfortunately too few people signed up for this event which had to be cancelled.

Website: norsk-koreansk.no 

Facebook: facebook.com/norskkoreansk 

Info from Korea: www.korea.net and www.arirang.com   
The Norwegian Embassy in Seoul: www.norway.or.kr 

FINANCES.
The Norwegian-Korean Friendship Association is an organization with no membership fee. Consequently, as always, there is not much to inform about when finances are concerned. However, the Association was given a start capital from the former Norwegian Korean Forum in 2009. The expenses have been for the website, for renting localities for the meetings, and for small gifts to lecturers at the meetings.
We thank the Korean Embassy for their generous economical contributions.
If any member wants to give a donation in 2018, you are of course welcome to do so, to 

account no 1503 14 20331, Norsk-Koreansk Vennskapsforening.
By 1. January 2018 the bank account was NOK 24 032, 60 
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