ANNUAL REPORT FROM THE NORWEGIAN-KOREAN 
FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION 

The Annual report covers the period from the General Assembly 16. September 2024
to the General Assembly 15. September 2025
There are close to 800 members in the Association by August 2025. 
There were about 300 members when the Association was started in 2009.

BOARD-MEETINGS.  
There have been 7 Board-meetings.
The Embassy representative to the Board is Third Secretary Chaieun Lee. 
The veteran Arvid Fjære is included as a Board member to secure a continued contact with the veterans.

ACTIVITIES


1. 16. September 2024. General Assembly.
The General Assembly took place at Bakkekroen.
A light Korean meal was served.
There were the formal procedures of the General Assembly.
The annual report was presented and was approved.
Egil Aksnes and Marita Nordbø were reelected for two years. New member Mira Dahl Aspeli was elected for two years.

After the formal procedures, there was a cultural program with a presentation by our member Hwasue Warberg.  
Hwasue Warberg gave a talk about her work through many years to translate Norwegian books to Korean and to introduce these books to the Korean market. She has translated about 120 books, among them «Kvitleik» by Jon Fosse, the Nobel Price Laureate. This is a fantastic project. There were many questions after her presentation.
Finally in the program, the South-Korean Embassy showed their new video about NORMASH, with thanks to Norway for its contribution in the Korean War. 
About 40 people were present.


2. Taste of Korea, three food-making classes, 
11. November 2024, and extras: 18. November 2024 and 27. January 2025
Petter Mæhlum offered his apartment as the venue for the classes. He was responsible for preparing everything and for the teaching. Assistant was our board-member Egil Aksnes.
Very many people signed up for the first date, 11. November, and it was decided to have two extra classes. Altogether there were 38 participants.
We are very grateful to Petter Mæhlum for all his work with the Taste of Korea - classes.
3. Monday 8. March. Social event/koreansk hyggekveld.
A sommelier gave a speech on wine and Korean food.
A Korean festive meal was served.

There were about 35 guests present.

4. Saturday 11. May – Akerselva Walk
For the first time a guided walk from Nydalen. Beautiful spring weather. The walk ended with all participants having lunch together.

20 participants.

5. Monday 15. September 2025. General Assembly/Annual meeting at Bakkekroen
FINANCES.
The Norwegian-Korean Friendship Association is an organization with no membership fee. The Association was given a start capital from the former Norwegian Korean Forum (Norsk Koreansk Forum) in 2009. From 1. January 2022 the Norwegian Korean War Veterans Association ended its activities, and the amount on the association’s account was given as a gift to the Norwegian-Korean Friendship Association. This was a generous donation. 
The expenses for 2024 were for the website, for renting localities for the meetings, and for fees and gifts to lecturers at the meetings. 
We thank the Korean Embassy for its generous contributions to the meetings of the Friendship Association.


Other information
Website: norsk-koreansk.no 
Facebook: facebook.com/norskkoreansk    
Info from Korea: www.korea.net and www.arirang.com   
The Norwegian Embassy in Seoul: www.norway.no/south-korea 
The Korean Embassy in Oslo: http://overseas.mofa.go.kr/no-en/index.do 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/koreanembassyinnorway  
